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piteous cry, " Liberty! what crimes are committed in
thy name!" but Arnold of Brescia understood the
meaning of the word, and what was equally impor-
tant, he made his hearers understand it too. He did
not merely preach vague doctrines, he preached sound
political economy and social ethics.

And thus the Germans learnt from the Italians
both the true meaning of liberty and the virtue of
municipal institutions, which latter had, in the first
Instance, sprung up in Lombardy from a Germanic
root; its essential features being a free choice of
the civic rulers from the fittest elements, a right to
govern themselves, and if need be to form alliances,
and the right to tax themselves. Further, they learnt
to recognize the principle that the final decision should
not rest with one person, but with the mass of the
inhabitants. This autonomy in all inner affairs,
founded on Italian models, became in the course of
several generations the most cherished possession of
all those German cities whence sprang the Hanseatic
League. There was, however, this difference that,
unlike the Lombard cities, the Germans ever ac-
knowledged the supremacy of the emperor, and never
developed either into complete oligarchies or democ-
racies, though in their statutes when they were at the
height of their power, it was distinctly stated that
decisions in important matters did not rest " with the
general council, but with the people."

In the thirteenth century municipal privileges grew
and extended, for though the townsfolk were sup-
posed only to elect their own magistrates under the
sanction of the bailiffs of their respective territorial